Colusa Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo)

Meeting Minutes
Thursday, February 6, 2025 at 3:00 PM

Board of Supervisors Chambers
546 Jay Street, Colusa, California

Call to Order and Roll Call

The meeting was called to order at 3:01 pm.

Commissioners present were Dunlap, Bell, Corona, Ash, Codorniz (seated for
Ponciano), and Alternate Loudon. Commissioner Ponciano was absent. Staff present
were Larkyn Feiler, Executive Officer and Scott Browne, Legal Counsel.

Public Comment

Ward Wiederhold commented on concerns related to the approved Arbuckle PUD
Proposition 218 Rate Increase, including the significant rate increase (100% to 533%
increase based on user type) with inflation at an all-time high; the lack of transparency
about why rates were being increased and no discussion of potential alternatives to
spread out the cost over time instead of recouping costs all in one year; the need for a
District CIP to address the long-term financial needs of the District; and many people
did not receive the initial notice for the Prop 218 vote and were surprised by the
increase on the January bill. Mr. Ward requested LAFCo revisit the SOI for the District.

ACTION ITEMS:

3.

Approval of Minutes
Upon motion by Commissioner Bell and second by Commissioner Corona, the minutes
of the December 5, 2024 LAFCo meeting were approved.

Approval of Claims

Commissioner Bell requested correction to the spelling of Chair Dunlap’s name on the
claim form. Upon motion by Commissioner Bell and second by Commissioner Ash, the
payment of claims for December 2024 and January 2025 were unanimously approved.

Budget Ad Hoc Committee Members Assignment

Upon motion by Commissioner Codorniz and second by Commissioner Corona, the
assignment of Commissioners Bell and Ponciano to an Ad Hoc Committee for
development of the proposed Fiscal Year 2025-26 Budget was unanimously approved.

Proposed Policy Amendment - Indemnification Legislation (SB 1209)

The Commission reviewed and discussed the proposed policy amendment to align with
the passage of new legislation (SB 1209 Indemnification), granting LAFCo the authority
to require indemnification from applicants, and to rescind voluntary indemnification. EO
Feiler noted that the proposed policy amendment was circulated for agency comments
and no comments were received. Counsel Browne confirmed that the proposed policy
amendment is consistent with the Statute and recommended approval.

No public comments were received.

Upon motion of Commissioner Corona and second by Commissioner Bell, waiver of
the second reading of the proposed policy amendment and adoption of Resolution No.
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2025-01 establishing the policy amendment and rescinding voluntary indemnification
were unanimously approved.

7. FY 2024-25 Budget Amendment and Subscription Agreement with Streamline
Platform
The Commission considered a Budget Amendment and Subscription Agreement to
proceed with Streamline Platform website services, at a bulk pricing discount of $150
instead of $200 per month, to achieve compliance with the April 24, 2024 Department
of Justice ruling that requires state and local governments to make their websites and

mobile applications ADA accessible.

Commissioner Corona asked about the length of the Subscription Agreement and EO
Feiler responded that it is a month-to-month commitment. Commissioner Corona
asked about other website providers and EO Feiler responded that Streamline is
currently the only platform that addresses the new DOJ ruling and is the best option for
the price available and suite of ADA-compliant technology and innovation.

No public comments were received.

Upon motion of Commissioner Ash and second by Commissioner Codorniz, adoption
of Resolution No. 2025-02 approving the FY 2024-25 Budget Amendment to reallocate
$300 from Clerical Support to Communications and authorization for the Chair to
execute a Subscription Agreement with Streamline Platform for website services
starting March 1, 2025 with a $500 one-time migration fee and $150 monthly
subscription fee were unanimously approved.

8. Proposed Legislation (AB 59) - Reclamation District No. 108: hydroelectric power
In response to a CALAFCO inquiry regarding the level of support from the Commission
for AB 59, the Commission discussed the legislation which proposes to remove the
sunset clause of January 1, 2026 for Reclamation District (RD) No. 108 to exercise
hydroelectric power authority.

EO Feiler provided background that in 2019, the Commission approved hydroelectric
power generation services for RD 108 under Resolution No. 2019-0003, it appears that
this approval process was not completed, and RD 108 would need to make a new
application to LAFCo for the exercise of new or different functions or classes of
services (latent powers) pursuant to GOV § 56824.10 - 56824.14 to authorize
hydroelectric power generation services.

Counsel Browne confirmed that the District is seeking to extend its authority and there
appears to be no reason to oppose AB 59 unless the District provides concerns.

Commissioner Bell asked about whether this information has been communicated with
the District and EO Feiler confirmed intent to do so.

Chair Dunlap asked whether any comments about AB 59 have been provided from the
District and EO Feiler confirmed that no information has been received to date.

The Commission did not express any concern regarding the proposed legislation as it
does not appear to have an impact on the LAFCo latent powers application process.

OTHER ITEMS:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Correspondence

EO Feiler noted the received Legal Memorandum by Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
regarding Colusa Basin Drainage District Assessment and Project Authority; Possible
Dissolution. Counsel Browne clarified that the Memorandum does not request any
particular action, and recommended revisiting it at the next meeting. Commissioner
Bell asked whether Mr. King would benefit financially from dissolution of the District
and EO Feiler responded that it would be no different than for other District residents.

Executive Officer’s Report

EO Feiler reported that Rene LaRoche stepped down as the CALAFCO Executive
Director (ED) and Jose Henriquez, Sacramento LAFCo EO, was appointed as Interim
ED. EO Feiler also noted that due to a lack of communication and transparency issues
a few LAFCOs are considering non-renewal for FY 2025-26 membership, and the
CALAFCO Board of Directors will be considering an improvement plan developed by
the four regional officers on February 7. Counsel Browne added that it is hopeful that
the current issues will lead to improvements and stabilization of the organization.

EO Feiler reminded the Commissioners about filing a 700 Form (Statement of
Economic Interest) by April 1, 2025.

EO Feiler noted that the current City appointments (January 31, 2023) will remain in
place until the City Selection Committee meets, and the Regular and Alternate Public
Member recruitment process will begin soon (the current terms expire on May 5, 2025).

Counsel’s Report
All matters to report had been addressed in the preceding items.

Commissioner Reports - Discussion

Commissioner Bell asked about LAFCo involvement in the Princeton Fire Protection
District’'s audit approval and EO Feiler responded that LAFCo could possibly be
involved if there was an MSR determination to that effect. Commissioner Bell
confirmed that she would look into this further.

Adjourn to the next regular LAFCo meeting on April 3, 2025
The meeting was adjourned at 3:51 pm.
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https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Form%20700/2024-25/Amendments_Form_700_2024.pdf

